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CONFUSED PUZZLES OF THE HALF VOWEL SOUND IN
FOOCHOW DIALECT

Wang Tien;chang

Foochow dialect is one of the South China’s dialects. Though there are many linguists
that work on it, such as T’ao Yiih-min, Bernhard Karlgren, Dr. Y. R. Chao, Kao Ming-kai,
and Lan Ya-hsiu, their works are concerning either with the systematization of phonetic
sound or with glossary collecting. None of these linguists has dealt with the changeability of
special sound in Foochow dialect.

This essay is aimed to analyze and explain minutely the puzzles which are resulted from
the changeability between half vowel sound [y) and [u] in Foochow dialect under certain
circumstances. It is found that all consonants which are included in one of these nine
categrories—t, t° m, |, ts, ts', s, 16, t5,, and that main vowel sound which comes after each
word is pronunced as [yoJ, {uo], (yon), and [uon) is changeable and easily to make one
confused.

In addition to it, this essay is to analyze chronologically and compare according to
district the phonetic phenomena from Kuang Yin system, to nowadays Pekinese dialect to
understand its original.

Author of this essay has spent great time on researching Chinese Phonetics, Pekinese,
Fukien and Taiwan dialects. Both Sound & Writing of Standard Chinese and Mandarin
Phonetics published by Taipei World Book Co. Ltd. are written by him. His other essay—“An
Analysis of the Spoken and the ‘Literyary Styles 'of Pronounciation in the Foochow Dialect”

published in Tunghai Journal Vol. 7, No. 1, can be used as a refrence of this essay.
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